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SUB J : HIGH-LEVEL PANAMANIAN MISSION TO VISIT BRAZIL 

1. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS CONFIRMED THAT A SPECIAL 
PANAMANIAN DIPLOMATIC MISSION HEADED BY VICE PRESIDENT 
ARTURO SUCRE AND FOREIGN MINISTER JUAN ANTONIO TACK. WILL 
TRAVEL TO BRAZIL APRIL 16 FOR TALKS WITH SENIOR BRAZILIAN 
OFFICIALS. ACCORDING TO STATEMENTS TO PRESS BY THE FOREIGN 
MINISTER, THE PURPOSE OF THE VISIT IS TO INFORM BRAZILIAN 
AUTHORITIES ON THE CANAL TREATY NEGOTIATIONS AND TO SEEK 
SUPPORT FOR PANAMA'S CANDIDACY FOR A UN SECURITY COUNCIL SEAT. 

2. AT A LATER TIME, NOT YET DETERMINED, THE SPECIAL MISSION 
WILL REPORTEDLY VISIT SEVERAL OTHER LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES. 
THE BRAZIL TRIP. ACCORDING TO THE PRESS, WILL LAST TWO OR 
THREE DAYS. 

3. COMMENT: SUCH A MISSION BY THE FOREIGN MINISTER HAS 
LONG BEEN RUMORED. FOLLOWING UP ON 

MARCH 22-24 QUADRIPARTITE MINI-SUMMIT MEETING IN PANAMA 
OF COLOMBIAN, VENEZUELAN AND COSTA RICAN CHIEFS OF 
GOVERNMENT, THE VISITS ARE PART OF GOP'S STRATEGY OF 
MAXIMIZING VISIBLE LATIN SUPPORT FOR PANAMA'S CANAL 
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